322

the inhabitants would send as far as Dresden for
others ? His prohibition, too, of the mouse-traps
of Brunswick! As if the man had ever before
been born who founded his hopes of fortune on a
speculation in mouse-traps! It would be endless
to collect all his singularities of this kind. Who
can reflect, without pain and pity, that four
hundred and twelve monopolies exist in your
kingdom ? So interwoven was this equally absurd
and iniquitous system with the spirit of the
government of Frederick II. Or that a great
number of these monopolies are still active ; at
least that the prohibitive ordinances are effec-
tive, which bestowed such exclusive privileges on
persons many of whom have since been ruined,
and have become bankrupts or outlaws ? Or that,
in fine, the number of prohibited commodities
greatly exceeds that of commodities that are per-
mitted? These things would appear incredible to
men even most accustomed to indulge the regula-
tory and fiscal delirium. Yet thus low could even
a great man sink, who was desirous of governing
too much.
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